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Welcome to the Applied Psychology & Well-Being 

Research newsletter.  A place to learn about research 

activities, public engagement events, upcoming events, 

and to celebrate academic achievements within the 

APWB research group. 

Psychology and Nutrition Research Networking 

On Friday 17th February, the psychology department 

hosted staff from Nutrition.  The purpose of this event was to 

present research currently happening within the 

department, demonstrate available equipment for 

psychological research, and to discuss areas for potential 

research collaboration.  It was a successful morning with 

presentations on research by Dr Stephen Walsh (Social 

identity and health) and Dr Nikki Ray (Imaging cognitive 

decline in Parkinson’s disease); demonstrations of facial 

morphing and physiological measures by Dr Maribel 

Cordero; and a presentation by Dr Jenny Cole and Oliver 

Clark on Avatars, body image, and health.  Prof Sarah 

Grogan gave an overview of the psychology department and then led a 

discussion on the way ahead and possible collaborations.  The morning was a 

great success, with many potential areas for collaboration identified.   

Here’s how to handle criticism from anyone – 

the right way! 

Dr Yael Benn is quoted in the below article – at last a way of handling those 

paper reviews! 

http://www.rd.com/advice/relationships/how-to-accept-criticism/ 
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Engaged Urbanism 

You may recall mention of Dr Andrew Stevenson’s book launch 

in the last issue of the newsletter.  The book was launched in 

London on 9th December.  Andrew has sent some photos from 

the event.  Congratulations again Andrew!  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/uclurbanlab/sets/72157676107380152/with/312900

78920/ 

Congratulations to… 

Dr Sarah Parry and Prof Rebecca Lawthom have been jointly awarded a Health 

Research Accelerator Grant with colleagues at the University 

of Manchester, Filippo Varese and Tony Morrison. The research 

project will explore the individual and systemic experiences of 

hearing voices (auditory verbal hallucinations) for young 

people and their parents/guardians, with a view to developing 

a greater understanding of what tailored support is required 

for young voice-hearers and their families. The project is being 

undertaken in connection with third sector support agencies, 

including the Voice Collective, and the research team will be gradually 

expanding the research to link with NHS services and trials as the project 

develops.  

 

Prof Sarah Grogan and Staffordshire University colleagues have been successful in 

getting a large (£368,000) NIHR bid to look at cardiovascular disease risk 

communication.  

The project is led by Dr Chris Gidlow at Staffs and is a large-scale qualitative study 

based in GPs surgeries around Staffordshire and will last 30 months starting in 

March 2017. 

 

Dr Umar Toseeb (with Dr Gillian McChesney, Prof Peter Clough, and non-MMU 

colleagues) has been awarded £200,000 by ESRC for a project entitled “Using 

genetic and environmental risks to understand variation in social, emotional and 

educational outcomes in individuals with language impairments" due to start April 

2017.   

Dr Andrew Stevenson’s film “How We Know Each Other” 

was selected from more than 350 submissions for 

presentation at the Days of Ethnographic Film festival, 

festival for independent ethnographic filmmakers in 

Europe.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/uclurbanlab/sets/72157676107380152/with/31290078920/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uclurbanlab/sets/72157676107380152/with/31290078920/
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Publications 

Dr Yael Benn has published a paper in Frontiers in 

Psychology: Chang, B.P.I., Webb, T.L. and Benn, Y. (2017). 

Why Do People Act Like the Proverbial Ostrich? 

Investigating the Reasons That People Provide for Not 

Monitoring Their Goal Progress. Frontiers in  Psychology, 

8,152. 

http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.00152/full 

 

Dr Neil Dagnall and Ken Drinkwater 

had two articles published in The 

Conversation: 

https://theconversation.com/some-

scientific-explanations-for-alien-

abduction-that-arent-so-out-of-this-

world-71255 

https://theconversation.com/the-

top-three-scientific-explanations-for- 

ghost-sightings-58259 

 

 

Dr Jez Oldfield has had the following papers published: 

Oldfield, J., Humphrey, N., & Hebron, J. (2017). Risk factors in the 

development of behaviour difficulties among students with special 

educational needs and disabilities: A multilevel analysis. British 

Journal of Educational Psychology 1-24. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bjep.12141/abstract;jsessionid=30C4AD

85E6A7C645FAE5FBF167C604A9.f03t03 

Pollitt, K., & Oldfield, J. (2017).  Overcoming the odds: Exploring barriers and 

motivations for male trainee primary teachers. Teaching and Teacher Education, 

62, 30-36. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2016.11.003  

Dr Jez Oldfield and colleagues (Judith Rodwell, Laura Curry and Gillian Marks) 

have had a paper accepted for publication:  ‘A face in a sea of faces: exploring 

university students’ reasons for non-attendance to teaching sessions’. Accepted 

in: Journal of Further and Higher Education.  

Dr Maria Cordero and colleagues have a paper accepted for publication in 

February 2017. ‘Effects of interpersonal violence-related post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD) on mother and child diurnal cortisol rhythm and cortisol reactivity 

to a laboratory stressor involving separation‘. Accepted in: Hormones and 

Behavior  

 

http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.00152/full
https://theconversation.com/some-scientific-explanations-for-alien-abduction-that-arent-so-out-of-this-world-71255
https://theconversation.com/some-scientific-explanations-for-alien-abduction-that-arent-so-out-of-this-world-71255
https://theconversation.com/some-scientific-explanations-for-alien-abduction-that-arent-so-out-of-this-world-71255
https://theconversation.com/some-scientific-explanations-for-alien-abduction-that-arent-so-out-of-this-world-71255
https://theconversation.com/the-top-three-scientific-explanations-for-ghost-sightings-58259
https://theconversation.com/the-top-three-scientific-explanations-for-ghost-sightings-58259
https://theconversation.com/the-top-three-scientific-explanations-for-ghost-sightings-58259
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bjep.12141/abstract;jsessionid=30C4AD85E6A7C645FAE5FBF167C604A9.f03t03
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bjep.12141/abstract;jsessionid=30C4AD85E6A7C645FAE5FBF167C604A9.f03t03
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2016.11.003
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 Dr Nick Davis has a new publication in Frontiers in Human Neuroscience entitled 

‘A taxonomy of harms inherent in cognitive enhancement’: 

http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fnhum.2017.00063/full 

 

Nick was also mentioned in ‘Magnetic 

brain training can slow decline in 

Alzheimer’s patients’ in The Times: 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/magnetic-brain-training-can-slow-

decline-in-alzheimers-patients-p9qhgpq36 

Nick also has a new publication in Frontiers in Human Neuroscience entitled ‘A 

taxonomy of harms inherent in cognitive enhancement’: 

http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fnhum.2017.00063/full 

 

Dr Umar Toseeb and colleagues have had two papers 

accepted for publication in January 2017.  ‘Prosociality from 

Early Adolescence to Young Adulthood: A longitudinal Study of 

Individuals with a History of Language Impairment’.  Accepted 

in: Research in Developmental Disabilities.  ‘Social Confidence 

in Early Adulthood among Young People with and without a 

History of Language Impairment’.  Accepted in: Journal of 

Speech, Language and Hearing Research.   

From the desk of Dr Carly Jim… 

I recently had the privilege of going to the International School of Padova to talk 

to their IB students about studying Psychology at MMU, I gave a speech about 

MMU (with thanks to Andrew for some slides) and ran a seminar on classic 

theories on knowledge psychology as well as some of classic studies (Milgram, 

Bandura etc.). It was a wonderful opportunity to showcase MMU and give the 

students a flavour of what we have to offer, feedback was extremely positive 

with some student's saying that they did not 

understand what Psychology was before the 

session. Both the students and I gained a great 

deal. Of interest for me was that these 

students are studying the international 

baccalaureate, as part of this they are 

required to develop spiritually as well as 

academically and they were extremely 

polite and focused on the tasks set, most 

were not shy and asked intelligent questions, these are the types of students 

that I would love to see at MMU. 

http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fnhum.2017.00063/full
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/magnetic-brain-training-can-slow-decline-in-alzheimers-patients-p9qhgpq36
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/magnetic-brain-training-can-slow-decline-in-alzheimers-patients-p9qhgpq36
http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fnhum.2017.00063/full


5 

And also… 

I recently led a public engagement event at 

Forest Park Preparatory School educating the 

students about Neurofibromatosis.  Also, a 

fundraiser for the childhood Tumour Trust Charity 

which I am a trustee of. This is the local news 

article that went out: 

http://www.messengernewspapers.co.uk/news/14797944.Sale_school_raises_fund

s_for_Childhood_Tumour_Trust_in_support_of_pupil_Ellie_Jim/ 

…Upcoming Events… 

SciBar: The Science of Gossip 

Dr Jenny Cole brings this month’s fascinating SciBar talk to you. 

The Science of Gossip: Why we love it and why we need it   

Conventional wisdom dictates that we should not engage in ‘idle chatter’ or 

gossip, and that being labelled a gossip is something we should avoid at any 

cost. However, contemporary views of gossip in psychology highlight gossip as an 

important evolutionary tool; one which holds our social groups together and oils 

the wheels of social interaction. This talk aims to introduce listeners to 

psychological research which provides evidence that gossip is a complex 

communication tool that we may want to keep.  

Monday 27th February, 5:30pm. The Lass O’Gowrie 

Research Seminar 

Wednesday 8th March 12:30 BR3.31 

Dr Peter Taylor, Clinical lecturer & clinical psychologist, University of Manchester 

Title: "The psychology of self-harm: exploring gaps in our current understanding" 

For more information on Dr Taylor see: 

https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/peter.taylor-2.html  

Keep an eye out for future research seminar details. 

http://www.messengernewspapers.co.uk/news/14797944.Sale_school_raises_funds_for_Childhood_Tumour_Trust_in_support_of_pupil_Ellie_Jim/
http://www.messengernewspapers.co.uk/news/14797944.Sale_school_raises_funds_for_Childhood_Tumour_Trust_in_support_of_pupil_Ellie_Jim/
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/peter.taylor-2.html
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Anything to add… 

If you have any research news to share, recent publications, public engagement 

events etc. to be included in the next newsletter just let me know.  Thanks! 

g.mcchesney@mmu.ac.uk 

 

Manchester Metropolitan University 
Department of Psychology 

Brooks Building 

53 Bonsall Street 

Manchester 

M15 6GX 

 

Staff webpage: http://www.hpsc.mmu.ac.uk/departments/psychology/profile.php?id=114 

 

mailto:g.mcchesney@mmu.ac.uk
http://www.hpsc.mmu.ac.uk/departments/psychology/profile.php?id=114

